ESTRANGEMENT

FOR more than half a century the unresting figures of Queen
Victoria and Mr. Gladstone toiled across the uneven surface
of English public life. The road led both of them towards
the summits, since both were guided by the same high sense
of public duty ; and for a time, as the path wound slowly up
towards the silent peaks, they seemed to follow it together,
Not that they always walked in step; for his ardour fre-
quently outpaced her. But they had travelled the same
road up the long slope of public business, eased by private
friendship and mutual regard. The valley was beneath
them now, and the fellow-travellers toiled up the long ascent
together. But suddenly, almost without a warning, they
parted company; the mountain dropped away towards
abysses of misunderstanding and distrust; and their paths
diverged. That sad divergence, by which their remaining
years were clouded, must be studied if the watchers of a
later age are to realise which of them was the first to turn
away, from what causes, and in what direction, and how it
happened that the two leading figures of a great generation
ended their journey with their backs turned obstinately upon
each other.

It is a simple matter to detect the first interruption of the
Queen's friendly intercourse with Mr. Gladstone. They had
been acquainted for thirty years before an unhappy argu-
ment about her time-table in 1871 caused them to drift apart.
Earlier discussions of the same theme had left their friend-
ship unimpaired. But the Queen's health that summer was
uncertain, and the effect on their relations was grave.
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